
This time last year Auckland 
was in lockdown and we 
were all navigating online 
learning, zoom calls and 
border restrictions. This 
year coping with covid and 

winter illnesses has been a challenge but on the 
positive side we have managed to keep the 
whole school open and running successfully on a 
daily basis. 
 

Our Matariki celebrations ended with the House 
Haka competition which again was a major 
highlight for all and my congratulations go to the 
students who participated and represented their 
house with so much pride and passion. This term 
we are fortunate to have Arapeta and Roimata 
come to the school on Thursday afternoons to 
reinvigorate the school kapa haka roopu. Their 
skill and enthusiasm for this mahi is much 
appreciated by the students involved and any 
other students who would like to come and join 
in are most welcome. 
 

Building on this mahi, we are delighted to 
announce that Josh Wikiriwhi-Heta, a local 
kaiako, has accepted a teaching position at 
Rodney College and will start at the beginning of 
2023. We  hope to give everyone the opportunity 
to learn te reo and mataurangi Maori. 
 

Term 2 started with a sophisticated and 
exceptionally well run school event - the school 
ball. This year the ball was held at the local 
community centre and a huge thanks must go to 
our Social Action leaders Harris Norhan, Natalie 

Pearson and their mentor and leader, Jo Warahi. 
The venue was transformed with live music, 
exquisite decorations, photo booths, waiters 
serving yummy food, and of course students and 
staff dressed in their finery. It really was a night 
to remember. 
 

The PST (Parent Student Teacher) conferences 
held earlier this term were an important time to 
look at the academic achievement of students so 
far and to help identify the goals and/or possible 
vocational pathways for each student. Thank you 
to the parents/caregivers who made it into school 
for this important meeting. 
 

Senior Assessment week is Monday 5 - Friday 9 
September (week 7). The lead up and 
participation in Senior Assessment Week is an 
important time for students to learn study 
techniques, manage their own time and practise 
sitting a formal exam. These examinations are 
also important because the results may be used 
if a student is medically unable/unwell for the 
official NCEA external examinations in November.  
 

Like the past two years the Ministry of Education 
has adjusted the number of credits needed for 
NCEA certificates, due to staff and student covid 
illnesses. This should help ease the pressure and 
anxiety for students as the year progresses. 
 

Nga mihi  
 
 

 
Stephen Rowe 
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GARDENER 
 

10 hours per week.  
Maintenance and development of 

gardens.  
email expressions of interest with 

your contact details to: 
eo@rodneycollege.school.nz  

A successful Police Vetting is a 
condition of employment at Rodney 

College 
 

48 HOURS FILM MAKING 
 

This was Rodney College’s first time to enter the 
48hr Film competition. The 48 Hour Film 
Project is a wild and sleepless weekend in 
which you and a team make a movie - write, 
shoot and edit it - in just 48 hours!! We kicked 
off at 7pm Friday night and finished at 7pm 

Sunday night.  We 
were in the Auckland 
region and had 
drawn the genre – 
“Impossible 
situation.” We had 
locations around the 
area where we had 
permission to shoot 

our film. It tested and stretched our abilities 
and we found some that we didn't know that we 
had. 
The students had loads of fun and showed skills 
far beyond their age level. Thanks to all those 
who provided food, help and supervision for the 
weekend.   

 

SUBJECT SELECTIONS 2023 
 

For our current Year 9, 10, 11 & 12 students we will be 
starting our subject selection activities next week. The 
subject information booklets will be emailed to students 
and their parents/caregivers next week.  
 
There will be various presentations from staff about the 
subjects they are offering in 2023 during AC and assembly 
next week.  
 
Our Year 9 & 10 students will complete their subject 
selection Google Form online during week 7. Our Year 11 
& 12 students will complete their subject selection Google 
Form online during week 8. Please speak to your son/
daughter about their subject selection for 2023. We really 
value your input in this process 
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MONTY MEETS MINISTER 
 

Minister Radhakrishnan, Minister for Youth, and Marja Lubeck, Labour MP, visited with head students 
from local colleges in Warkworth. Montel 
Vemoa, our Head Boy, had the privilege to join 
them. They discussed change and 
improvements for youth. 
 
Montel said, ‘It was 
an eye opener that 
change starts from 
the small and takes 
time, even up to 10 
years. I was a bit 
nervous about the 
meeting but found everyone welcoming and 
easy to relate to.’ 

SENIOR ASSESSMENT WEEK TIMETABLE 
 

The lead up and participation in Senior Assessment Week is an important time for students to 
learn study techniques, manage their own time and practice sitting a formal exam. The grades 
resulting from these exams help inform teachers of students’ requirements for the rest of year. 
They are also important because they may be used if a student is medically unable/unwell when 
sitting the official NCEA external exams at the end of year. 
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FORENSIC SCIENCE 
 
Year 10 and 11 students from 
Rodney College attended a 
forensic science facility in Albany 
as part of an extension trip. 
Students learnt about fingerprints, 
shoe prints, DNA and other trace 
evidence from an expert with over 
15 years experience in New 
Scotland Yard and who currently 

consults for NZ Police.  Mock murder scenes (six) were set up so 
students could work in small groups and use real equipment such 
as magnetic finger print dust to obtain quality prints.  After 

collecting twelve 
pieces of key 
evidence they entered 
their fingerprints into a 
private AFIS program to 
determine who "killed 
Frank" and put their 
newfound forensic 
science skills to use.  
 
Oliver Trottier  
HOD Science 

BIOLOGY 

Year 12s dissecting sheep lungs to learn 
about the mammalian adaptations to allow 
them to carry out gas exchange. 

Year 13s on their trip to Massey University for a STEM 
and Health Experience Day to look at different scientific 
courses offered. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES - MARKET DAY 
 

Level 1 and 2 
Business Studies 
students recently 
hosted a market 
day at school as 
part of their 
internal 
assessment 
which required 
them to carry out 

and review a product based business. The 
students developed their collaborative skills by 
working in small groups, carried out market 
research and developed a food product for sale. 
On Market Day they sold their products to the 
Rodney College school 
community at lunchtime. 
Products for sale included; 
lip balm, waffles and 
milkshakes, hot dogs, 
nachos, fried rice, 

quesadillas and burgers. All products proved very 
popular with lots of groups selling out and every 
group making a profit. 
Thank you to the school 
community for 
supporting this 
endeavour, especially 
the many parents and 
guardians who 
supported by helping 
with purchasing and 
preparation at home. 

CREATIVE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
 

This year has 
seen lots of 
changes to 
the digitech 
courses.   Our 
students are 
really taking 
up the 

challenge of designing and creating their own 
websites using coding and Adobe XD! 
 
The school has also supported the new electronics 
unit which has seen the students programme 
robots,  use soldering techniques and 
understanding circuits to create gyros, bluetooth 
mini boom boxes,  robotic cars and automatic 

plant watering systems! The digitech room is a 
hive of activity and the student's are enjoying the 
different activities. 
 
Ms Anderson 
HOD Technology 
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NIGHT IN THE CLOUDS 

On Saturday 30 July the seniors came together 
for “A Night in the Clouds.” The ball was held 
locally at the Wellsford Community Centre with 

amazing 
decorations 
that brought 
what we had 
envisioned the 
theme to be, 
to life. From 
the fluffy 
cloud walkway 

which led the way to the ballroom to the white 
drapery, the moon seat and many more 
handmade decorations all made for a magical 
night. There were many exciting performances 
such as the jazz band, Jazz Connection, who 
welcomed everyone in and set the scene for the 
night to come while photographer Jade Marshall 
was there to snap photos of everyone upon 
entry. DJ Si maintained the positive energy with 
his tracklist that had students dancing all the 
night long. And, of course, Inaudible, who 
wrapped up the ball on a memorable note. A 
photobooth was placed in the ballroom and 
photographer Greg Campbell was there to 
capture the unforgettable moments that made up 
the night. There was no shortage of 
entertainment or food for the night spent in the 
clouds; Maketo Kitchen providing everyone with 
delicious snacks which were dispensed around 

the ballroom with the help of our lovely Year 9 & 
10 waitresses. It was an overall great night which 
was enjoyable for all. Everyone looked fabulous! 
Thank you to everyone who came and who made 
it possible. 

Natalie Pearson - Social Action Leader 

 

HOUSE HAKA COMPETITION 
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SPORTS ROUNDUP 
 

Term 3 has been a very busy term with lots of 
events on. The term kicked off with the Football 
final at home against Tauraroa Area School (see 
writeup from the Captain, Brendon Mason)  
Fifty four students travelled to Otamatea High 
School for the annual Interschool Quad 

Tournament. We played 
Futsal (Football), Hockey, 
Netball and Boys Basketball 
and Girls Basketball against 
Dargaville High School, 
Ruawai College and 

Otamatea High School. It was a great day and 
after all the scores were 
tallied, we were presented 
with the overall winners 
trophy. 
Big thanks to ex-students, 
Fynn Goodall and Grace 
Oldfield and teachers, Sean 
Kingsley and Alan Batten, 
for coaching and looking 

after the teams on the day. I 
am very grateful to student 
leaders Milkaila Isla, Monty 
Vemoa, Brendon Mason and 
Eve Hampson, for assisting me 
in the organisation and 
management of this big event. 
 
 

Friday night Netball finished last Friday. Team 1  
finished 4th in the A grade and Team 3  played off 
for 1st and 2nd and won to finish 1st in B Grade. 
Great result! 
Team 3, along with Friday night netball, has been 
competing at North Harbour on Monday nights. 
The team was in the Year 9 competition with 64 
teams divided into 8 grades. The girls were 
playing in 3rd grade and only lost 1 game all 
season. Last Monday they played off for 3rd and 
4th against Rangitoto College and won 31-14. Mili 
Williams, 
coach, was 
very 
impressed by 
the 
commitment 
and 
dedication of 
this team, 
they are a 

very coachable team. She really appreciates all 
the support she got from the parents.  
 
Congratulations to Norah Williams and Shannon 
Elliot Palmer for passing their Centre Badge for 
Umpiring Netball and Kacey Williams and 
Mackenzie Oldfield for passing their Junior Badge 
for Umpiring Netball. Without umpires we can’t 
play sport so we are very appreciative that these 
students are doing this for their sport. It would be 
great to see more students getting involved in 
umpiring. 
 
We also competed at Northland Secondary 
Schools Teams Badminton. Each game consisted 
of 4 singles matches and 2 doubles matches with 
the most wins winning the overall game. We 
played other Northland Schools including several 
Whangarei Boys High teams who are very strong 
in Badminton and we managed to take a few 
games off them. We placed 3rd overall which was 
a great result. 

 
We have played a lot of Basketball this term both 
against local schools and at Northland Secondary 
Schools. Last week our senior boys played in the 
Championship Division against the best schools in 
Northland. This was very bitter sweet as most of 
the boys, with the exception of a few that have 
recently left, have played and coached themselves 
since Year 9. We got off to a great start winning 
against Ruawai 
and had some 
very close games 
ending the day 
with a playoff for 
5th/6th  against 
Northland. Sixth 
was a good result 
against strong 
teams with some 
of the teams and players playing at representative 
level. 
 
Maria Northin - Sports Coordinator 
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NZ SECONDARY SCHOOLS SQUASH TEAMS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 5-7 AUGUST 2022 

 
NZ Secondary Schools Squash Teams 
Championships was held at North Shore Squash 
Club - the first time this event has been in 
Auckland since 2011.  Rodney College entered a 
boys team of seven players:  Matthew Came, Alex 
Manuell, Peter Sundvick, Ashdyn Woodcock, Harry 
Oldfield, Zac Wakeling and Nathan Glover. 
 
As teams are made of a variety of players (and 
therefore grades) we were matched against teams 
of similar gradings.  The boys played teams from 
all over NZ including Auckland, Cambridge and 
Gisborne.  The team had mixed results but came 
away with experience of a National tournament 
and also an appreciation of team events.  Manager 
Edwina Came said the boys represented the 
College very well with good sportsmanship, were 
supportive of their teammates and put in top 
effort for all of their games.  Their commitment 
shown for squash and the college was impressive. 
 
RC team was seeded 23 out of 32 boys 
teams.  Their final placing was 24th.   Thank you 
to Team Manager Edwina Came and Coach Phillip 
Tana. 

HOCKEY 

The Rodney College Hockey 1st XI had a 
successful first round of competition. We faced a 
tough start as there were many new faces in the 
hockey team. As the team began to gel the results 
started to improve. The team has had many 
chances to play a range of difficult teams from the 
area through multiple competitions and 
tournaments. The Lower Northland Hockey 
Tournament had us play against Bream Bay and 
Mahurangi College; these games gave us the 
opportunity to gain experience against tough 
opponents. The team also had the opportunity to 
play at the annual Quad Tournament where we 
faced Otamatea and Dargaville. This gave the 
team a chance to play a face-paced and intense 
game and we managed to place second, losing a 
tough game against Otamatea. The team started 
the second round of our winter competition strong 
with a 3-0 win over Tauraoroa.  
 
The Rodney College Hockey team is excited for 
Tournament Week, where they will be facing 
teams from across New Zealand during the week-
long tournament held in Whangarei. Rodney’s 
presence at the tournament wouldn’t be possible 
without the support of local businesses such as 
Accent Group, PGG Wrightson’s, ITSS Engineering 
and Rodney College staff. A huge thank you to 
ANZ (Charlene Morrison) for supplying the food 
and time to help with our fundraising efforts. A big 
thank you to Mr Batten for giving up his time to 
coach, manage and organise the team. A thank 
you also to all parents who have been helping 
with the transportation of the team and 
encouraging from the sidelines. Our BBQ and bake 
sale outside the bottom Four Square in Wellsford 
last Saturday went well.  
 
Brendon Mason - Captain 
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CUPS AND TROPHIES  

It’s time to start polishing up those cups 

and trophies. Please return all trophies from 

all prizegivings and bring them to the front 

office at school 

by Friday 2 September 

 

MONDAY 26 
SEPTEMBER 

9am onwards 

college hall 
Coaches & managers 

could you please let 

 Maria Northin 

know if 

 you are unable to 

be there 

Ph 027 694 4480 

FOOTBALL 
The Rodney College 1st XI has had great success 
in their campaign through the Northland Second 
Division Football competition, managing to place 
3rd overall. This followed a rough and physical 
semi-final match against Bream Bay losing 2-1. 
This meant that we would be put up 
against Tauraroa area school to play for 
3rd. This being many of the seniors’ last 
Football games for the school, emotions 
were high and despite a tough start, the 
team came together to take home third 
place with a 7-2 win. This win was helped 
significantly by some expert finishing by 
Year 9 Aiden Cole, who gained his first 
hat-trick for school. A huge thank you to 
all parents who came and supported the 

team and helped with transport. A big thank you 
to Fynn and Mr Kingsley for giving up their time 
to coach the team. The football team would also 
like to extend a massive thank you to Maria for all 
her work organising the team. 
Brendon Mason - co-captain 
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We are looking for NOMINATIONS for Sports Blues for our 2019 Sports and Cultural Prizegiving. 

Nominations should be sent to Maria Northin (maria.northin@rodneycollege.school.nz) for students 

who have: represented Northland (or North Harbour); placed in the top 2 of a Northland (or North 

Harbour) event; achieved at Northland representative level (or North Harbour); selected for a New 

Zealand national team or achieved a top 2 placing at international level representing New Zealand in 

any sporting code.  
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Doctors Clinic 
 

Dr Neil Anderson attends the college every 
Thursday 10am to 12 midday. If you would 
like your child to be seen please contact the 

nurse on 021 223 4775 or 
nurse@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Physio Clinic 

Movewell Physio runs a clinic every Friday 
morning at Rodney College. If you would 
like an appointment for your child contact 
Mili on 423 6038 or the student see Mili in 

the student office 

Nurse 

Sarah Hardy our nurse is available every 
Mon, Tues, Thurs if you have any concerns 

at all regarding your child please don’t 
hesitate to contact her. She is here to help. 

Phone  
021 223 4775 or 

nurse@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Uniform 
shop 

EVERY TUESDAY 
10.30AM—2.30PM 

 
We are introducing 

optional long skirts and 
trousers. 

These can be ordered on 
a prepaid basis. Samples 

are here for sizing. 

Guidance counsellor 

Kerry Jenner, our Guidance Counsellor is 
available every Mon, Wed, Thurs & Frid if 

you have any concerns at all regarding your 
child please don’t hesitate to contact her. 

Phone  
027 365 9874  

CHECK OUT EASYBUS 
Easybus provides our school community 

all the information needed on school 

transport, times and roads.  

Check our website under buses or 

rodney.easybus.nz 
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Monday 29 August - Friday 2 September Tournament Week 

Monday 5 - Friday 9 September Senior Assessment Week 

Monday 12 - Friday 16 September Year 8 Enrolment Week 

Thursday 15 - Friday 16 September Level 1 & Level 2 PE Camp 

Monday 26 September Sports Photos 

Tuesday 27 - Friday 30 September Variety Concerts 

Friday 30 September Last day of Term 3 

Monday 3 - Friday 14 October Term 3 holidays 

Monday 17 October Term 4 starts 

Tuesday 25 October Sports and Cultural Prizegiving 

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022 

Mrs M Williams Absences 
423 6038 
attendance@rodneycollege.school.nz  

Mrs C Wright 
GATEWAY 
Careers 

423 6037 
colleen.wright@rodneycollege.school.nz  

Ms K Jenner Guidance Counsellor 423 6036 

Mrs P Bond Accounts Payable 
423 6034 
eo@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Mr M Pieters Year 9 Dean  michael.pieters@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Mr M Kingi Year 10 Dean michael.kingi@rodneycollege.school.nz  

Mr S Davie-Martin Year 11 Dean steve.davie@rodneycollege.school.nz  

Mrs H Goffeney 
Year 12 Dean 
  

hannah.goffeney@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Mr A Batten Year 13 Dean alan.batten@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Mrs M Harrison 
SENCO  
(Learning Support) 

423 6030xtn 260 
megan.harrison@rodneycollege.school.nz 

We like to highlight every achievement for our students. If you become aware of one of our student’s 

adventures / achievements, please contact Jo Warahi in the front office. 

CONTACTS 
2022 

A warm invitation is extended to all family and friends to attend all events during the year. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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